But No Date Is Set tor Shifts 
—Yahya Says Military 
! Acted to Save Nation 
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KARACHI, Pakistan, March 
26— The new military regime 
in Pakistan promised today to 
make way tor a constitutional! 
government chosen on the 
basis of universal suffrage. But 
it set no deadline for its own 

' de Gen U Agha Mohammad Yahya 
Khan, the 52 -year-old army 
commander to whom President, 
Mohammad Ayub Khan handed 
over power last night, assured 
Z nation in his first radio 
address: “I have no ambiUon 
other than to create conditions 
conducive to the establishment 

! a constitutional govern- 

There were no public pro- 
* —....wo Pakistan, 

jsts anjvYiicr- — h i 

gainst the takeover which 
anceled the promise ofa re- 
urn to parliamentary democ- 
acy nexl year after 10 years! 
of president Ayub’s aut0 “ a “ 
rule Nowhere idid the regim 
seek to make a strong show of 
force. 

Diplomatic analysts here saw: 
no indication at this stage of a 
shift in Pakistan’s foreign policy 
I as a result of the military taxe- 
s over. They felt such a shift 
would have been likely only if 

j a n elected Government haQ 
\ come to power. 

1 In Dacca, the capital of the 
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East Pakistan, a detachment of 
400 troops was stationed in 
the center of the city, hidden 
behind the walls of a stadium. 

• It was Dacca’s first day in more 
than three month without any 
shouting of slogans, demonstra- 
tions or strikes. 

Students and teachers have 
' gone back to colleges and uni- 

• versities after having stayed 
^ away for about three months. 

Sit-down in offices and fac- 
tories have stopped and indus- 
tries have began to function 
normally. 

East Appears Resigned 



East Pakistanis, whose move- 
ment for provincial autonomy 
was thwarted by the takeover, 

; appeared to resign themselves 
to the new order. But .in private 
there were many who said it 
had destroyed the last chance 
to prevent an eventual parting 
of the ways between the two 
parts of Pakistan, which are 
divided by language and cul- 
ture and by almost a thousand 
miles of Indian territory. 

The 73,000,000 Bengalis of 
East Pakistan, the smaller of 
the two areas, account for 
more than half of the 128,000,- 
000 population. But the coun- 
' try has been governed from the 
West by an elite, including tne 
higher echelons of the armed 
forces, that is almost entirely 
from West Pakistan. 

General Yahya and the five 
martial law administrators he. 

" has named are all from the 

West. , „ , . , : „ 

“This is the end of Pakistan, 

- a young Bengali declared. It 
may take 10 years or 15 years, 
but this is the end.” 

Sheik Bars Continent 
Sheik Mujibur Rahman, the 
' leader of the Awami League, 
which demands autonomy, was 
. until - last night widely con-j 
sidered a likely Prime Minister 
in Pakistan’s next Government, 
Today, he refused to be in- 
terviewed at his home in Dacca. 
“My hands are tied,” he said. 
“They may come for me at any 

tim A e s reporters turned to leave, 
he called out from his porch. 

■ “My people are with me, no 
one can suppress me.” 

Karachi apparently welcomed 
the takeover, if only because 
it promised a spell of calm 
after months of turmoil. 

The political expectations of 
many people here appeared to 
have been satisfied a month 
a»o bw> President Ayub s an- 
nouncement that he would quit 
when his term ended. 

The first action of the new 



regime was a series of harsh , 
1 decrees outlawing strikes, agita- 1 
tion and criticism of any of the 
government’s actions. The mea- 
sures did not ban political 
■ parties. 

The decrees, issued under 
the martial-law proclamation 
, last night, prescribed penalties 
J, ranging from 30 lashes to 14 
years in prison for acts de- 
signed to create “despondency” 
or “dissatisfaction toward the 
armed forces.” 

Under the decree, such 'acts 
could be “by word of mouth, 
or in writing, or by signals, 
or otherwise.” Smuggling, loot- 
ing, arson, or damage to pub- 
lic property can all be punished 
by hanging. 

Criticism of the imposition 
of martial law or its adminis- 
tration can be punished by up 
to 10 years’ imprisonment; the 
maximum sentence for striking 
is 14 years. Violators of the 
martial-law regulations are to 
be tried by special military tri- 
bunals. Death sentences will re- 
quire General Yahya’s approval. 

General Explains Step 



The army commander, who 
becomes the new head of state 
under the title of Chief Martial 
Law Administrator, said the 
“extreme step” of a military 
takeover had become neces- 
sary to save the country from 
“utter destruction.” 

Speaking slowly in English 
with a marked English accent, 
the general was stern and 
solemn as he recounted the 
conditions of lawlessness and 
economic deterioration that he 
said had forced the army’s de- 
cision. “The nationhas to be 
puiied back to safety,” he said. 

The situation described by 
General Yahya arose in parts 
of East Pakistan following 
President Ayub’s promise on 
Feb. 21 to make way for a 
democratic government. The 
rioting claimed more than 250 
lives. 

General Yahya did not men- 
tion East Pakistan specifically 
in connection with the violence 
nor did he offer any estimate 
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of how widespread it had be- 
come. He said only that the mil- 
itary had concluded that the 
situation was deteriorating and 
beyond the control of the civil 
authorities. 

General Yahya assured stu- 
dents, workers and peasants 
that he was sympathetically 
aware of their needs, even 
though he found it necessary 
to curtail their right to pro- 
test in the interest of order. 

Unlike Marshal Ayub, whose 
farewell adress stressed the 
need for a strong central gov- 
ernment, the general said noth- 
ing about the shape of a new 
constitution - for Pakistan. That 
is for the people’s representa- 
tives, - not the military, to de- 
cide, he declared. 

U.S. Withholds Judgment 
By PETER GROSE 

Special to The N-ew Tiork Times 

WASHINGTON, March 26— 
The State Department with- 
held judgment today on the 
future of United States rela- 
tions with Pakistan. But it 
noted with relief the absence 
of significant anti-Americanism 
and of anti-Indian sentiments. 

The initial assessment of 
United States officials is that 



the downfall of President Mo- 
hammad Ayub Khan, after 10 
years of strongman rule, was 
a result of accumulated do- 
mestic frustrations and that 
major foreign policy questions 
were not at issue. 

The State Department 
spokesman, Robert J. Mc- 
Closkey, said that the Admin- 
istration had not yet faced the 
question whether new diplo- 
matic recognition would be 
necessary for the military re- 
gime headed by General Yahya. 

He said the United States 
Ambassador in Rawalpindi, 
Benjamin. H. Oehlert Jr., was 
maintaining routine contact 
with authorities and no “un- 
toward” incidents involving the 
4,500 Americans in Pakistan 
had been reported. 

Pakistan is a member of the 
Central Treaty Organization, 
originally called the Baghdad 
Pact, and the Southeast Asia 
Treaty Organization. 

These alliances were in- 
tended by President Eisenhow- 
er’s Secretary of State, John 
Foster Dulles, to stand with the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization as a security cordon to 
“contain” Soviet and Chinese 
Communist power^,, ;i. 




